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A MOVIE NIGHT 
Before you do anything further, go to your kitchen 
calendar and circle Friday evening, December 3, 
at 1900 (7PM)  at the West Parry Sound District 
Museum. This will be what we hope will be the 
start of a social tradition for the Squadron, a 
chance for like-minded folks to get together for 
some social bonding.   
   The event will be a showing of one of the great 
sea classics, The Cruel Sea, an especially 
appropriate choice since there will be a special 
display at the Museum celebrating the centennial 
of the Canadian Navy. 

  
   To introduce the film we are honoured to 
welcome Sub-Lieutenant Gordon Laco, Public 
Affairs Officer, from the Canadian Navy.  
   Yes, he is the same Gord Laco who is Georgian 
Bay sailor, historical consultant and head 
technical advisor to Master and Commander, the 
Far Side of the World,  and international historian, 
writer, producer, or advisor on more than 30 other 
feature films or TV productions including those for 
the CBC, and The History Channel.  
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Despite its grim drama, The Cruel Sea is highly 
suitable for family viewing – I was twelve or 
thirteen when I saw it – as there is neither 
profanity nor gratuitous violence. 

• Director: Charles Frend 

• Writers: Eric Ambler (screenplay),  

• Nicholas Monsarrat (novel) 

• Release Date: 24 March 1953 (UK) 

Starring 

 

Jack Hawkins 

Donald Sinden 

Denholm Elliott 

Virginia McKenna 

Stanley Baker 

 
   We will make no secret that the Squadron is 
dealing (figuratively) with some heavy weather at 
the moment in terms of membership.  We have 
pretty well flailed the matter of the Boating Card 
to death (more on that later as well) and we’re 
looking for ways to make the organization more 
immediate, social, and convivial.  So we’ll try 
some great nautical movies, and this is the launch 
party.  
  Admission?  Just enough to cover costs, and 
have we got a deal for you!  Admission is $5.00 
for an individual, $6.00 for a couple (regardless of 
gender or relationship), and $7.00 for a family.  
Size of family won’t matter – we’d even let the 
Octomommy and her brood in for $7.00.  So this 
is a pretty sweet deal and we urge all members 
who are able to come out, bring your friends, 
invite Navy vets, enjoy the show, and support 
both the Squadron and the Museum. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
READY, AYE, READY! 
“Ready, Aye, Ready!” is the rallying cry of the 
Canadian Navy, whose centennial is to be 
celebrated at the West Parry Sound District 
Museum from November 9 to December 8.   
   Having Canadian Navy Public Affairs Officer 
Gord Laco with us will round out the show with 
historical detail and perspective.    
   On display will be a number of artifacts, models, 
pictures, and an original painting of “our” ship, 
H.M.C.S. Parry Sound, a corvette that served with 
distinction in World War II.  
    Interestingly, she was of the same class as 
H.M.S. Compass Rose, the ship featured in The 
Cruel Sea, so we’ll get a good idea of what life 
was like aboard those sturdy but Spartan little 
ships.  The painting, valued at around $300, will 
be raffled, with proceeds going to the Museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
LICENCE BOATS BY MAIL  
As of November 1, the local Service Canada 
office will not handle the boat licensing function.       
   Those of us who found it so convenient to 
license new boats are no longer to have the same 
service. It must all be done by mail now.  
   According to their advertising and website, 
http://www.tc.gc.ca/wwwdocs/Forms/84-0172_0712-

03_BO.pdf    the new requirements are these. 
 
Send: 
 1.  Application Form from website  
2.  Proof of ownership  
3.  Proof of identity 
.   
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BACK ON THE HARD 

This is the time of year we all echo the little green 
creature who comes on screen at the conclusion 
of the T.V. show Just For Laughs with the 
heartbroken wail of “Mommy, it’s over!”  Our 
collective fleet is, or is about to be, back “on the 
hard”. 
   Here’s your bit of trivia.  The expression “on the 
hard’ is English in origin; a hard in the U.K. is a 
sort of paved or flag-stoned area on muddy 
shoreline for the proper support of boats at low 
tide or in storage.  So “on the hard” sounds 
wonderfully salty, does it not?  It does!  We hope 
all hands had a good boating season and, as 
always, we invite your stories to share with other 
members. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE BOATING COURSE 
 We’ll try to avoid a rant on this one, suffice to say 
that the PCOC enables bad boating to take place 
with greater confidence and there were not 
sufficient interested persons for us to offer a 
boating course last winter.  
   However, we continue to encourage boaters to 
take the course, and to that end, a boating course 
will be offered, starting in January, so please 
encourage your boating friends to enroll, 
reminding them that it will afford much enhanced 
safety on the water and lower insurance 
premiums.  
   The contact person is John Mason, 342-1315,  
or e-mail training@parrysoundsquadron.ca 
 

A GOLDEN CELEBRATION 
Next year, 2011, is the 50th anniversary of the Parry Sound Power and Sail Squadron.  To celebrate 
the anniversary in style, we are planning to host TugFest, a major waterfront event in late August.   

 
 

   All Squadron members are invited to be part of the fun, welcoming the tugs and their owners to 
Parry Sound.     More information will follow in the next edition of The Bridge. 
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Please Welcome New Bridge Members 
 
Anne Devos has taken the helm of the 
Membership department of the Parry Sound 
Power and Sail Squadron.    
You will hear from her, or you can contact 
Anne yourself if you need help updating your 
information, at 
membership@parrysoundsquadron.ca  
                                                                              
 

Past District Commander Horst Mattern has 
rejoined the local Squadron Bridge, to be the 
Administrative Officer with our own Squadron.   
 
Both Horst and David Hardie, Executive 
Officer, are past commanders of our Squadron 
and have served at the district and national 
levels. 
 

 
 
THE BRIDGE:  this is the team serving you for 2010-11.  If you’d like information about any of the 
vacancies, please ask anyone on the Bridge. You’d be very welcome to help out. 
   
Email      Officer    Residence or Business Tel 

Commander@parrysoundsquadron.ca Hubert Latzel    (R) (705) 774- 9197 

Executive@parrysoundsquadron.ca P/Cdr David Hardie, AP  (R) (705) 259-0706 

Training@parrysoundsquadron.ca  John Mason, JN   (R) (705) 342-1315 

Admin@parrysoundsquadron.ca   P/D/C Horst Mattern, AP  (R) (705) 342-9591 

Secretary@parrysoundsquadron.ca       James Lacombe, S   (R) (705) 769-3899 

Treasurer@parrysoundsquadron.ca Sharon Elton    (R) (705) 378-4973 

MarepH@parrysoundsquadron.ca John Mason, JN   (R) (705) 342-1315 

Membership@parrysoundsquadron.ca Anne Devos    (R) (705) 773-8647 

Editor@parrysoundsquadron.ca  Steven Duff     (R) (705) 774-9200 

PRO@parrysoundsquadron.ca   VACANT    

Supply@parrysoundsquadron.ca  VACANT 

Communications@parrysoundsquadron.ca  P/Cdr Marianne King-Wilson, S  (B) (705) 746-1332 

ChiefPortCaptain@parrysoundsquadron.ca  John Shipman, AP   (B) (705) 746-2411 

PastCdr@parrysoundsquadron.ca      P/Cdr Estelle Montpellier  (R) (705) 342-5451 

 


