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Communication to join, support and connect the members of 
PARRY SOUND POWER AND SAIL SQUADRON 

a unit of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons since 1961 

More than 50 years in support of safe boating 

 

 

THE BRIDGE 

Summer, 2012 

Well, folks, here we go again! The boats are in the water or about to be, final details are being resolved, en-
gine performance is being refined (you editor had a mouse’s nest in his, creating all sorts of mayhem), and 
plans, for some of us, are underway for trips to interesting new places are maybe to old favourites. In the 
meantime… 

THE DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 

This is coming up quickly, on Saturday, June 16. In many minds, the Dragon Boat Festival marks the true start 
of the summer boating season, is enormous fun, and, because of its financial support of local charities, a very 
worthwhile venture. It is also a huge thing to put together and the Dragon Boat Committee needs all the help 
it can get. 

   There is still a need for some steerspersons and sailors are in special demand, as Dragon Boats behave in a 
somewhat similar manner to sailing craft. Practices are now under way (mainly in the evenings), but a few 
more hands would be helpful. If you can help out and enjoy a wild ride on the water (these things can really 
move!), phone Sue Whitley at 705-342-9584. 

   We also have a signal from the Parry Sound PROBUS club for support volunteers on shore. The usual time 
requirement for these tasks is generally in the 2 to 3 hour range, so volunteers get to see a good part of the  
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actual races and, if it a hot day, they can get some 
relief.  

   Here are the things that need doing: 

 traffic control to Coast guard parking 
lot and Prospect St. 

 volunteer information tent 

 silent auction 

 volunteer refreshment tent 

 supervise the bouncy tent (does any-
one know what a bouncy tent is?) 

 beer tent – sell beer tickets 

 food booth – sell tickets for food, be 
available to serve as well. 

   The contact for this is Deb Stivrins, 705-378-
4962. 

CANADA DAY SAIL-PAST 
(aka CHRISTMAS IN JULY)  

Another grand spectacle on the horizon is the 
Canada Day Sail-Past, taking place, yes, on July 1 
(a Sunday) before the fireworks. All Squadron 
members and their friends are invited to partici-
pate; for anyone not familiar with this event, we 
dress up our boats with lights and any other illu-
minated decorations we can get our hands on, no 
matter how outlandish. There is much latitude for 
whimsy here. And any vessel can be in the convoy 
– if you have a bathtub that floats, bring it on! 

   The go-to guy for the operation is Andy Devos, 
so if you need information beyond this article, just 
give him a call at 705-773-9527.  There is no need 
for RSVP, just show up per the following. 

   Here is how it works. The fleet assembles before 
dusk west of Rosetta Island and well out of sight 
of the Town Dock. Stay there until the 
“flagship” (yet to be designated) goes into posi-
tion to lead the parade – fall in line astern and 
wait for signal to light up. The fleet goes close in-
shore by the Georgian Bay Airways base, does a U-
turn, and parallels the Town Dock for its Oprah 
moment. Then the parade exits out to the Big 
Sound (we’ll try to time it to avoid the inbound 
Island Queen) so that residents of the Belvedere 
can enjoy the spectacle. We then proceed inde- 

independently to locations of our choosing to en-
joy the fireworks. 

   Two notes of importance: if you use LED lights, 
as most folk do now, they will work off a car 
battery for several hours. Otherwise, if you have 
no on-board generator, you can rent one at a very 
reasonable cost from Georgian Bay Rentals. Also…
there will be a lot of small craft in the harbour 
during the parade either at anchor or just drifting, 
SHOWING NO LIGHTS. So follow carefully whoever 
is in front of you. 

   Let’s try to make this really special this year, not 
only on general principles, but as our own tribute 
to Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
(How many of you saw the giant boat parade in 
London on June 2? Was it not awesome? It was 
awesome!) 

IT WAS A DRAG – THE FINALE 

For several issues, we have followed John Mason 
on a long and sometimes laborious voyage to the 
East Coast with his brother George aboard 
George’s yacht Farouche. Finally we reach our des-
tination…we are now in New Brunswick. 

 

   We had a pleasant sail across the mouth of Mira-
michi Bay to Escuminac, to find an odd two-part 
harbour there. We stopped in the first one, to find 
is was for fishing boats, so we moved to the inner 
harbour, which had a floating dock to deal with 
the tide. Not much to see, so we had a quiet night. 

   The next day, we tacked and tacked down 
Northumberland Strait. Farouche is not good close 
to the wind at the best of times, and with her 
mainsail stretched away out of shape, she did just 
that much worse. Other parts of our trip had been 
a real drag and this was just another. But, in a 
sense, it didn’t matter, because, unless in a race, 
there is no need to go close to the wind anyway. 

   Toward the end of the day, we started the en-
gine off West Point (the one on P.E.I., not the Hud-
son River) and headed for a close-by harbour. As  
we started to enter, a fishing boat warned us we 
might not fit in. That was an understatement. We 
grounded long before the harbour entrance, so  
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we turned and headed across Egmont Bay. After 
such a long day, we anchored close under Cape Eg-
mont just before midnight, too tired to have supper. 

   The previous day’s south-easter had clocked 
around to a strong south-westerly and, by 3:00 a.m., 
we were in a “rolling berth”.  With stuff sliding back 
and forth on the cabin floor, we hauled anchor (fun 
in the dark!) and worked our way around the point 
to sail under reefed main and no jib to Summerside.  
Quite the ride! 

   George’s holiday was now over. He had taken a 
third week,  had to get home, and his wife Maureen 
would be coming to pick him up in the morning. Just 
like the Ring in The Hobbit, the boat would not take 
on a new skipper without an incident. The battery-
charging warning light came back on after behaving 
itself for a good long spell and, after much searching 
through the electrical system, George found a loose 
wire in the instrument panel. 

 

   A strong wind made for a lumpy exit from Sum-
merside and an equally lumpy ride down Northum-
berland Strait under the Confederation Bridge to 
Borden. An interesting entry at Borden and I never 
did figure the proper way in. There appears to be a 
range, until you realize the back end of it is a church 
tower. Borden is a pretty village at the P.E.I. end of 
the Confederation Bridge and an entry to P.E.I. Pla-
za. 

   It dawned on me very quickly that there would 
not be enough water for me at low tide, a revela-
tion supported by a hail from a fisherman.  There 
had to be a reason for three large boats to be tied 
at the outer end of a very long wharf. By low tide, 
the inner part of the harbour is completely dry.  

   Now came one of those moments that make 
cruising so special. A couple on a cruiser offered to 
move, let me have their spot, and they would tie up 
to their son’s boat on the other side. Maritime hos-
pitality! 

   Borden is a pleasant village for walking around, 
but it is a long way for ice on a hot day. (Ed. note: 
How many of you have found  more than a few 
ports where you have to go a long way for supplies? 
Sadly, Parry Sound is one of them, although Sobeys 
offers a shuttle service to visiting boaters.) 

   Four weather systems went through during the 
night and by morning the wind had changed to the 
east and Farouche was banging alarmingly against 
the wharf; plainly it was time to go. 

   The last day of the trip took me (or us – after all, it 
was me and Farouche) to Charlottetown, a good 
day’s sail, with the wind on the beam to the entry 
channel.  Shades of Parry Sound! It is a long way 
from the Strait of Northumberland into the har-
bour, but I had no trouble finding a berth as I was 
waved to an empty dock. Even though parts of the 
trip were a drag, it was still a lot of fun – one thou-
sand miles, one long month. 

(Ed. note: Thanks, John! You kept us entertained for the 
better part of a year. Now it’s someone else’s turn. Sure-
ly some others of you have had either flat-out adven-
tures or just some very pleasant occurrences while 
afloat to share with us. Get into print! Send material to 
editor@parrysoundsquadron.ca.  Our next issue won’t 
be until the fall, so there’s plenty of time. Pictures are 
welcome too.) 

   Summerside is a good port for close-by restau-
rants, provisions, ice, fuel, and so forth, so I took 
advantage before setting out on my own. On leav-
ing that morning, I had a chance to see boats from 
the local sailing school tacking smartly up the nar-
row channel. It’s always a pleasure to see well-
handled boats! 

mailto:editor@parrysoundsquadron.ca
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Other Stuff 

   We have a vacancy on the Bridge for Supply Officer, a job various members have been doing on an ad hoc 

basis for the last couple of years. The Supply Officer takes care of ordering instruction books, flags, and any-

thing else needed for Squadron affairs. Anyone taking this position would be doing a significant service to all 

of us and interested persons are invited to contact Squadron Commander David Hardie by e-mail, he can be 

reached at  

Commander@parrysoundsquadron.ca.  

   The former steamship Keewatin, preserved in Michigan for 45 years, returns under tow to Port McNicoll on 

June 23, scheduled to arrive at 3:00 p.m. I, your friendly scribe, will be covering the event for Ships Monthly 

magazine, and, from all indications, it’s going to be a mega blockbuster. It would make for a nifty weekend 

jaunt by boat and give you a chance to do all the things you learned in the boating course, as well as being 

witness to an important chapter of Georgian Bay history. 

   Water levels are a yearly concern, especially with the odd climatic events of the past few years. Georgian 

Bay is up this year by 27 cm. over 2011, placing it very close to chart datum. With the mild winter and conse-

quent limited run-off and high evaporation rates, we don’t understand where the water is all coming from, 

but we like it anyway. 

   We also have some links at the squadron homepage (www.parrysoundboating.ca) that provide information 

on water levels and local marine weather forecasts. 

   We also recommend checking out the Members Links at our home page, there is a delightful photo visit to 

the Snake Islands prepared by Past Commander Hubert Latzel. 

SOME GOOD VIEWING 

   Two TV shows that merit viewing are The Most Dangerous Catch and Whale Wars on Discovery Channel 
and Animal Planet respectively. They get shifted around from time to time, so keep a weather eye on your 
TV listings. If you enjoy armchair terror in the comfort of your living room, these are for you. 

Hanging by Four ‘Threads’ 
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Email Officer Residence/Business Phone 

Commander@parrysoundsquadron.ca   P/Cdr David Hardie, AP  (R) (705) 259-0706  

Executive@parrysoundsquadron.ca  John Mason, JN  (R) (705) 342-1315  

Admin@parrysoundsquadron.ca    P/R/C Horst Mattern, AP   (R) (705) 342-9591  

Training@parrysoundsquadron.ca  Andy Devos (R) (705) 773-9527 

Secretary@parrysoundsquadron.ca        Steven Duff   (R) (705) 774-9200 

Treasurer@parrysoundsquadron.ca  John Prosser  (R) (705) 746-5303 

MarepH@parrysoundsquadron.ca John Mason, JN (R) (705) 342-1315 

Membership@parrysoundsquadron.ca Annette Prosser  (R) (705) 746-5303 

Editor@parrysoundsquadron.ca  Steven Duff   (R) (705) 774-9200 

Communications@parrysoundsquadron.ca  Josef Bossart   (R) (705) 774-9350 

ChiefPortCaptain@parrysoundsquadron.ca  John Shipman, AP (B) (705) 746-2411 

PastCdr@parrysoundsquadron.ca       Hubert Latzel   (R) (705) 774- 9197  

ATO@parrysoundsquadron.ca   Vacant  

Supply@parrysoundsquadron.ca  Vacant  

THE BRIDGE:  this is the team serving you for 2012-2013.   If you need information, have a question, or 
need help with something related to the Squadron, feel free to contact the appropriate person for assis-
tance.  And if you have a story for this newsletter, please contact editor@parrysoundsquadron.ca  

Editor - Steven Duff.  

Production - Jo Bossart. 

Copyright Parry Sound Power and Sail Squadron. Materials contained herein may be used for non-commercial purposes so long 
as Parry Sound Power and Sail Squadron, The Bridge, is appropriately acknowledged. 
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